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Letter of Mr ° 7 ohn C ottons, T eacher of the 


Hough | have littlehope (when I confis 
der the uncircumcifion of mineownelips, 
: Exod, 6.12.) that you will hearken' to 
my voyce, who hathnot hearkened to 
che body of the whole Church of Chritt 
With you, .and thereftimony, and judge- 
ment of {o many Elders and Brethten of 
yet Itruft my labour will be accepted: of 
the Lord; and who.cam tell but that hemay bleffe you 
alfo,; if “(by his helpe) Lindevour to fhew you the fandi- 
nefle of thofe grounds,out of which you have banithed yours 
from the fellowthip of allthe Churches in thefe‘Countriese. 
any prejtidice againft my you)fore- 
ftallcicher your affection or judgement, asif haftened 
forward the {entenceof your civill banifhmem:; for what was 
done by the Magiftrates, in that kinde, was. neither dorte 
by my counfell nor confent, although I dare»nor deny the 
fentencepafledto-be righteous inthe eyes:of Godjwho hath 
that he chat with-holdeth the'Corne (whichisthe ftaffe . 
of life trom the people, the multitude fhalkéurfe him, prow, 
how much more fhall they féparace from them 
‘Bas doe with-hold and feparatethem froin the Ordindrcés or 
the Ordinances from them ate in Chrift: the 


3 
' 


Dojton, in-New England. 
Beloved in Chrift, 


Of Jife,) And yer it may be they pafied that fentence againft 


© beak for ought I know, upon your 
pe dadtrincs, which the bath 
civill and holy peace, asimay appeare by thar anfwer 
which was fent to the Bret hreh of the Clirrch of Salem, and 
-And fpcake freely wharIthinke,-;were m 
foule in'your ftéad,] (hould chinkt it a worke of mer- 


of banith “the from’ the civill’ fociety of fuch a 
-Gommon.wealth, when I could not injoy holy fellow fhip 
any of God'amongft chem wichout fin,” What 
 fRould the Daughter of Zion doe-in Babel wy frould fhe 
gtothaften toiflee fromithence? Zach. 2 


addeaffliction to your affiGtion; holy 

SF Mave you to more erious fight.of yourdin, 
inftice of Gods hand againft it. Againft-yourcor- 
the Lord Jefus to fr he'againft you 
Sytthchefword hismourh?(as himiélfe {peaketh, Rew. 2. 


uches-and:teftimonies’ of the Churches and 
ceri: Again whom, when-you oyer-heated Your.felfe 
againtt the light of his: truth; it 
pitaleddiim toftop yourmouth-by:a fuddaine difeafe,: and 
your breath fromyous Butyouin fteadot 
éven Balaam offered todde inthe like cafejyou 
perfiftin your: way, 'and-to proteft againft all 

sthé, Ghuiches. and: Brethren thar {tood: in: your: way and 

othus the goed hand of Ghritrhat fhouldhave humbled you, 
decand curne fromthe setrout‘of your: way, hath rarher 

in, ‘aiid -quickned you onely to fec'failings 
erfours) che ¢ ureh¢es and brethren, 
which courferthough you fay} 
an-houre whertin thé countenance 
yetbe mot deccived) ivis 
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new thiag with Saran to transfoime himfelfe into an 
‘Angell of light.and to cheare the foule with falfe peace, 
 afid with flathes of cornterteit confolation. and 
‘wofull is the memory of Mafter Smiths fitong’ confo- 
Jations on his: death-bed, which are fer as 2 Seale to the 
grofle and damnable Arminianifme and Enthufiafmes 
‘delivered in the conreffion of his faith; prefixed’ tothe 
ftory of his life and death. ' The countenancé of ‘God 
his people when they feare‘him, not whén they 
prefum hi 


¢of their owne ftreneth; and, his confolations 

are found notin the way of prefidence inerrour,"butin 

‘the wayés ofhumilityandtrach, 

ftombling blockes (I perceive by your Jetter) 
‘Hayerorned you off from fellowfhip wittrus. “Firft, the 

- «Wane of fit matter of our Church; 

 “@fthe fepazare Churches in’ England tindér ‘afflistions,» 


. whodoe ourfelves pracife feparationin peace 
Forthe firlt, ‘youacknowledge (as‘you fay) with’- 
“joy that godly perfons ate rhe'vifible ‘matter oF thefé- 
“pnatrer fitted’ to: confticute a-Church, moréthen 
treesor Quarries are fit matter: proportioned othe: 


This fcemeth to‘meeto imply a: 
ir fetfe, for ifthe matcerof off Char. 
‘ehes be as you fay godly perfins; they are 
amen‘downe from the formérroore, and Teweth them 
ont of rhe pit oF corrt pt nartire, “and fitreth them forfee 


fe alle, ,»anid- come otit of the- Char. 
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in, the\hidden hypoct 


“ 


ches muniftry, worthip and government,according to 


Scripturs,l/4.5 2.14.2 Cor.6. 17. Revel.18.4.. And thofe 

this to be.done not bya locall remoovall or contrary 
Speraaren byadeliverance of the foule, under- 

anding, minde, con{cience, judgement, will and affe- 


We grant itis not docall remoovall from 


wit Ch contrary practife that ficceth us for 


‘former 

feblowthip with Chrift.and his Church, but thatitis ne- 
alto.tl 

seas wherein we have beenedefiled andinthralled. 
Wee prant further that it is likewife neceflary to 

Ghursch-fellowthip, we fhould {ee.and difcerne all fuch 

- pollutions.as doc fo farte enthrallus'to Antichrift, to 


we profeffe unto you, that wherein we have 
reformed our practife,therein, have we endeavoured un- 


fainédlyxo bumble our foules for our former contrary 


ocrifie are, wantin hesc- 


ome will not prejudice the 


~~ And that we doe (by the #race of Chrift}{ee and dif 


othat we doe repent of fuch former polluti- 


| 
| 
| 
all{uch pollutioas as doe fo farre enthrall us to 
| Antichrift 4s.co feparate.us from Chnift felfe'dorh 
i acknowledge in acknowledging the vilible members of 
a thefe Churches to be godly pettons 5 for godly perfons 
Chrif sell they.co dno. be godly perfons. 
it is hecellary to Church- 
(to wit, fo neceffary as tha 


“which they have beene defiled with in 
former Church-fellowthip , Worfhip , govern- 
ment. Ifthey fee and bewaile fo much of their former pol-. 
Tutionsas did enthrall them to Antchrift, as to feparate. 
them from Chrift, and be ready in preparation of heart, as. 
' they fhall fee more light, fo. to hate more and mote every 
falfe way, we conceive it is as much.asis neceffarily ‘required 
fepararion from Antichrift,and to fellowthip with Chrift 
and his Churches. The Churches of Judea admitted many 
thoufand Jewes that believed on the name of Chrift, al- . 
though they were-ftill zealous of the Law, and faw northe’ _ 
emptinefle of Mofes his ceremonies, 4¢7, 21.2.0, 
nd the A poftle Paws directeth the Romans to r-ceive fiich 
untothem as are weakein the faith, and {eenot tReir liberty’ 
fromthe fervile difference of meats and dayes, but ftill lie 
— underthe bondage of the Law, yea he wifheth them to re- 
ceive fuch AP ground, becaule Chrift hath received: 
them, Rom.14..1.t0 6... 
_ Say not,there is not the like danger of lying under Bbon- | 
dage to ~Mofes as to.Antichrift, for even the bondage un- | 
der Mofes was fuch, as if they continued in after inftruction 
and convidction,. would feparate them from Chrift, Gai, 5. 
2. And bondage under-Antichriftcould'doe nomore. 
3.To the placesof Scripture which you obj2ét | 
2 Cor.6-17+ Revel. 18..4. we aniwer, two of them. 
make nothing toyour purpof€, for that of E/ay and the other | 


4 
65) 


~ of the Revelation, {peake of locall feparation, which your 


-felfe knoweth we have made, and yer youfay you doe, not: 
apprehend that to be fufficient.. As for that place of the Ce-. | 
rinths, it onely requireth comming out from Idolaters in the: 
fellowthip oftheir Idolatry. No. marriages were they to | 
make with them: no. feafts were they to hold with thems - 


/ 
¢ 
« 


| 


wich the nor afly fellowfhip were they to keepe 


Withthem in che unfruitfull workes of darkeneffe; and this 


“té prove that we may not receive fuch perfons to Church- 


“fellowthip as our {elves confeffe to be godly, and who doe 


‘profelfedly renounce and bewaile all knowne finne, 


_ would renounce more if they knew more, ‘although it may 


‘be they doe not yer fee the urmoft all thar pollution 
they, have fometimes beene defiled with ; as the, Patriarchs 
Aaw not the pollution of their Polygainie? But char you'may — 
“plainely f{ce'this place is wrefted befides the: Apoftles {cope, 
which you argue from it that {uch perfons sare nor fic matter 
Church-fellowthip, as ‘are defiled with any remnants of 
‘Aantichriftian pollution, nor ftich Churches any mote to 
sbe accounted Churches,as doe receive fuch amongft them 
“Confider I ‘pray you, were‘ there not at chat time in’ the 
Church of Corinth fach as partaked. with Idolarets in theit 
Idols Temples: and was not this the touching of an‘ un- 


cleahe thing? and did this finne reje& thefe members from 


Church fellowhhin before conviction ?’’ or did’ ic evactaré 


‘theif Church eftare fo: not cafting” out of fich ‘indi: 


Your fecond objection is takenfrom the Confeffion of 
© finnes made obns Dilciples,and the profelyte Gentiles 
© before admifi 


imiffion into Church-fellowthip, Watth.3.6.' AG. 
18. whence you gather that Chriftian Churches are 


conftituced of fuch members as make open and plaine con- 
* feffion of their finnes; andifany finnes be to be confef- 
+ ©fed and lamented, (Jewifh;or Paganith)then Antichriftian 


drankenneffe,and whoredome much more, of all fach a: 


2 


© have drunke ofthe whores cup OF it. ‘And 


ly,are nor made’ fit For che 
Church, if open driitkenneffe or whotedomé ‘lie npdn 
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| 
marerthen youcould hold,» 
youl all what «you, ‘and dosi. 


a,confeflion and senundiation | isonbe: abfolbté 
thewanvof: 


“cellaxy tarhe ad oF mentbérs, ¢thorizh: 


thon 


fibfance hepentance is fich Gop 
gations.may be tsue Churches 
dac,admintor the 


eh 


or of and forfake fiGhes thalt 
COVER | 
| hen a judgerhat godly perfons are-notimaty 
convinged.o} the 
Church of Chrift,, Ch bfx 
every, One fhould be. convingedof 
Dping of the, bores, cups for iGppiagsofia — 
more intoxicate she 


knowne and open finnes, doe withall profeffe their readi- 

teri fis 

Ofitheowhorts | 
the other, an Ou 
deny chaticis. 

LP ores, 
CHB 15 ROS, Giofallspand thought 
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itt 
convinced of the finfulneffe of them,-“ard°of the 


Ang 


22105 iW 
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that’no 
amis ‘but ibe¢ 


ofrepentance of But the Whores be- 
ing a inyftery-of iniquity che itis‘ nothin 


evidentand notorious as chat every true repentant foule? 


threethouland Jewes and Profel yecs were admitted the 
feblow fhipofvhe Church; ‘whier they 
ted of their murther of Chrift, although theynever fw 
nor zhefape Whetewith the 
Pharifeesshad chem Trdoubts 


ir > alchoueh they 
ag sob onan rego brs snwond 
confeffe their finnes, the Publicans "the 
ers theirs; "thie: Pe ople itheirs, ‘bur! dotly hor appeare 
¢ their Phiatifaica polfyeions ‘hut 
che finns, thee callings did 
Gemilesof yourpedkel! 449-18; 19.’ Con. 
jurers confeffed their curious Arts; and: others their deeds, 
‘but? wherher all theirdeeds, is notexpreffed) 
_Anfw.3. But tofatisfie you more fully-*¢ 4nd the Lord 
“make fing of Spitic to-receive fa- 
‘body-of the members whomt we receive, doe 
rofefle, the reufonof their comming ayer to ns 
ey mtighebe fréedfiron the bondage of fic 
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infirmity. they have: beene' defiled: Befides } 

_inourdaily meetings, and 'elpecially- in itimes: of our folemne hn- 
 miliationss we gensrally all) of us:hewaile all our formeripollutions, 
wherewith we have dehled own felves, and the holy things of God, 
‘jn our former |Adminiftrations -and:Communians, but wee rather 
,chooft todoeits than totalke of it, and weecannot but wonder 
how, you can. boldly. and. vefolutely nenonnedthe Charches of 
-Obritt, for negle& of that, which youknow not whether they have 
negleSed or no, and betore you haveadmonithed us of otir finfulnefle 
infuch 

Your thiedObdjeMon. is taken from Hag.2..13, 14,15. 4 


place which youdefire may be throughly weighedy and ithat the 


"Lord would hold. the {cales himftlfe. The Prophet theretels:the 
“Charch of the Jewes,that if'a perfon uncleane by a dead'body,touch: 
* holy things, thofe holy things become uncleane unto him; andifo,, 
“ Gith he, is this Nation, and [0 is every worke of their: and: 
“that which they. offer there is uncleane.| And thisi(as youconceive) 
argueth that even Church Covenants: made; and »Ordinarices:pra- 
&ifed by perfons polluted through {pirituall deadneffe and filchineffe 
Sof Communion, they become uncleane'unto them, and are 

Anfte. Now fuvely if your had. hearkned.to-your ownedelite, 
and had.throughly weighed the Scnipture,and had-fuffered the Lord 
to have held the (cales himfelfe, you would never have alledged this 
place,co yourpurpofe., Your purpole was to prove that Churches 
-connot be conititnted by:fuch perfonsas are uncleane by antichrilti- 
pollutions;. or if they they not to com> 
municated with, but feparated from: To prove this you alledpe 


this place; whenthe Prophét acknowledgeh the whole Church 


of the Jewes tobe uncleane, and: yet neither: denyeth them: to be a 
Church truely condisuted, nor firreth up others to fe~ 


you fay,why butthey were undleancat Anfwer,be it fo,bue were 
~ they t 


ore no Church truely conitituted,or to be feparated from? 
yeadid not Haggaiand Zachary themfelves: comniunicate withthem, 
and call others alfo co come out of Babel to communicatéwith them, 
even. whileft fofbuathe High Prieit was ftill pointed withhisunclean 
garments, Zsc. 2.657, with 6.3. 3, 3. But if indeed yondefire:to 
duc weighing of the place, Econceive 10 be the meay 
ning of it, you fhall findeicto be this ; The occalen of the words a= 
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(10) 
rife from a worldly ditemper,. BAA time grew upon, all forts of 
‘the methbbed who were'(e farte'warryed away ‘with 
eart of chdiriowacioutwaiil aécammodations ,-thae while! every niin 
houls, chev filing emple of the 
andthe buildin wad neglected of 
Prince; Prietts! aud» that God deither deligh- 
cedin wor in thetrobodify labours; bee teft 
them withonnd blefingin both; Now to cleairéthe 
juhtice of Gods proceeding: againit them healledgeth’a 
{ecofdablelaw tority out of AL fer, The former iis Written in 
6..27. where the Law faith,’ thatia garment touching any holy 
soncheth'holy Hell fhall rouich chings,- ‘ag ithe perfurthae wea- 
commohthing, the thing touched is: notthereby hallowec ‘by the 
Cleanebodyy thould and if?in tliat time hee 
vouchedithd the ‘they thall be 
‘cleaned, Now (go apply thefe Lawes to theTcope of the 
Prophet.) the touch of .aideadsbody dich ty pe out. ‘cither fellowlhi; 
with dead workes, a3 Epbe/.5.11. or dead perfonsp2 Cae 6) 145 
world, Gulo6.\v4) cheees tlic dead 
world ‘wherewith Prick and Prince-and all: che that 
time generally defiled, chat they tooke more ‘care'and paines for 
worldly covveniences, hen for che Lordshol Ordinarives Where 
according the Pritt, agrdeable tothe Law,'the 
Prophet pronounceth them; in ithe figheof the Lord, “all tobe tin- 


Breddy ot wine, or any touch "OP other 


|. boththele Lawes andthe Taterpreration of them by the 
| thelapplicacion them by the Prophet; ic appeareth 

there wete rworfores of thefe people, and both uncleane.’ Someé thar 


did not touch the holy flefh, or offerings, but on the’ outfide' of their 
‘garmenitsioriely, to.wit, inbodily prefence (and: the’body'is but the 
garment of the Soule) 1 Cor. 5,4. and ‘fach were all the Hypocrites 
amon git them Ochers: werefincere,: as: worfhipping God! in firnie 
Febofbuay atid ‘many more, but yet’ now defiled 

swithouching a dead body,that is;wich laying hold on a dead world, 

_» «gheteworldty! accommodations, which made their hearts and hands 
flow of dead to fet forward the Temple workeyand in this condition 


- 


| 

| 

it 


(33) | 
bots their oblations, their. were 
all unclean, and found neither acceptance: nor. bleiling from the 
the Lord itirred up t chen 
elves more ferlouily to the Temple worke,Hag,1,12,1351 
This I take to,be che true and genuine meaning of 
Hypogrites inthe Church, and godly. Chriftians the 
felyes, whilft chey,atcend tothe'world more the thin of 
God, their perfons, their labours, their civill oblations.are all uns 
the fight of God thereforethe Church of Chrift cannot 
conftituted of {uch or if it doe confift. of fuch, the; people, of 
od mutt (eparate, from. them... You.mighg. well, have. gathered, 
therefore, the Church of Chrift and the members thereof mutt fepa- 
ratethemfelyes from their ARpPceii, and inordinate love. of this 
world, they and. their uties will itil] be uncleane. in the fighe 
of God, notwichitanding their Church, eftate. This, collettion, tens 
‘deth t the other to. diflipation and of the 
Church, and of them that wref blood in fteadof milke from the 
The fecond fumbling: blocke or offence which you takeag.the way, 
of thele Churches is,that you conceive us walke betwixt Crit 
*Firft,in practifing feparation here, and not repenting of our 
4 preaching and printing again it in our 
_ Secondly, in repcoaching your felfe at Salem and. othersfor fem 


Thirdly, in particular, that have.conceived and {poken, 
¢ that feparation is away that God hath not profpered,as if(fay-you), 
_ “the crurh of the Churches way depended upon countenance of niens 
of upon outward peace and libsrsy, | dled 
Anjw. 1. Jn ttead of halting, betwixt, Chrilt.and Antichrift; 
conceive the Lord hath guided us to. walke. with ay; even foote 
tweene two extreames; fo that we neither. defile our, felves withthe 
-rerinant of pollutions in other Churches, nor doe wee for the reni-, 
of pollutiens renounce the Churchespthemfelves, northeholy. 
ordinances of Cod amongft chem,which.our {elves have. found pow- 
rfull.co our falvation. This moderation, fo farre as we have kept it. 
i preaching or printing, wee fee no.caufe to repent. of, but if you: 
fhew us caufe why. we fhould repent of .it, wee, fhall defire to. repent: 


ce, which 


| 
| 
VParation, Qf. 


ho thidn thae for “thelr (eparation 
» proach thent for it, it’a firine' to be cenfured, bu 
with fo deérea cenfure as to excommunicate all ‘the ‘Churches, arto 
_ feparate from them before it doe appedre chat chey doe tolerate their 
membe? oni Tach their cayfeleffe teproschings. Wee confeffe the er- 
the fword of ‘the Spirit ; bu on the ocher tide, ‘the failings of the 
Churches (if any be found) arenor forthwith to ‘be healed by fepa- 
ration. Trisnot'Chirargery,but Butchery ,to heale every fore in 
With ho othict medicine but from thebody.” 
Poe ny fel fe,Vacknowledgethe words which mention, that 
pro 


the way of feparationis‘nota way that God ‘hath profpered. But 
youmtich miftake, when you thinke I {peake ir for want of their ont- 
ward countenance,peace and liberty, Therrach fs, they finde more 
_ in Our native ‘country chen the way of reformation wherein 
we walke, ‘which iscommonly reproached by the nate of Purita~ 
_mifmé. The micetings of theSeparatifts may be knownt'to the Offi- 
_ cers in the Courts and winked at,when the Conventicles of the puri- 
tans(as they call them )fhall be htinted oat with all diligence,and 
with more violence therrany law willjuttific. Buc Tfaid that 
had not profpered the way of feparation, becaufe he hath not blefled 
it either with peace amongft themfelves, or with growth of grace , 
fuch as erring through fimplicitie and tendernefle of confcience have 
gfowneingrace, havegrownealfo to dilcerne their lawful! liberty, 
to returne to the hearing of the word from Englith Preachers. 
Buc this (yo féare) is to condémine the witneffes of Jefas 
the feparate Churches in Loridon and eiewhere) and ourjzalonus 
God will vifit us for firch:a “yea the carfe of his Angel from, 
Meroz, will fallupon us, becaufe We come Rot forth to hélpe Jehovah 
the mighty, pray not for them, wée not at then, 
(but at Parifhes frequently) yea'we reproachand cenfuretheni, 
The'Lord Jefiis‘never delivered ‘that. way of feparation to: 
which they beare witneffe,‘norany of his Apottles aftér him, nor of. 
‘KisProphets before him. ’So'farreas in’ thiat‘way theyhold or pra- 
&ifeany holy truths, ‘wee'beare witnefle to them both in our pro- 
féliton-end The Angels in this cafe'Cwee blefle God) 
not forth*€atcording to the mea-_ 
faveofigrace giverus) to helpe the rd'againit she mighty although 
Wedoe not come forth to helpe agahift Tehoval: 7 — 
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(13) 
helpe Jehovah, but Satan againft him, to withdraw the people of 
God from hearing the voyce of Chrift which is preached in the evi- 
dence,and fimplicity,and power of his Spirit in fundry Congregati- 
ons (though they be Parifhes ) inour native Country. In whichre- 
cat though our pars that goe over into England, choofe ra- 
ther to heare in fome of the Parithes where the voyce of Chriftis lifted 
up likea trumpet, then in the feparated Churches (where fome of us 
may {peak by experience we have not found the like prefence of Chrift, _ 
or evidence of his Spirit )do not you marvaile,or ftumble atit:Chritts | 
fheepe heare his voyce, {fany careleflely heareat randomie, making 
no difference betwixt the voyce of Chriit and the voyce of ftrangers, 
orifthey fhall ftoope to any defilements of themfelves, that fo they 
may hearea good Preacher ; as I know none fach, fo neither doe any 
of us approve them in fo doing. 
That wee doe not pray for the feparate Churches by name, itis 
becaufe we cannot pray in faith for a blefling upon their feparation, 
which we fee not tobe of God nor to be led to him. Ifany reproach 
them, I will not goeabout to excufeit, onely they may doe well to — 
confider, whether they alfo have not reproached others. 
Ifthere bee fo many feparate Churches in London and in other 
parts’of the Kingdome(as you write) it is little comfort to the true 
fervants of Chriltto heare that either inventions of men are. 
multiplyed, as like ftumbling blockes doe turne any well minded - 
men out of the way, or that fuch men being de(irous of reformation, 
fhould ftumble, not 6nely at the inventions of men, but fortheirfakes 
at the ordinances of the Lord;. which appeareth the more evidently, . 
_becaufethey feparate not onely from hearing the word in all the 
. Parifhes, but alfo from fellowthip (as your felfe fay) both of the 
‘Church of Plymouth, and of that whereof Matter Latherpe was Pattor, 
and yet they refufe all the inventions of men, and choofe to ferve the 
inhis owne Ordinances onely. NowtruelySir, (to ule your 
owne words ) | feare this newes pleafeth not the Lord Jefus, and 
therefore the more inwardly forry I am,thatit pleafeth youratherto __ 
returne to them,not to helpe the Lord againft the mighty, to wit, 
either againftthe high Prelates, or againitthe inventions of men, as 
ou fuppofe, for that you might have donc here,or in Plymouth, orin 
Matter Latherpes Congregation ; but to heipeerring though zealous 
foules againit the mightie Ordinances of the; Lord, which who- 
foever {tumble at thall be broken; for whofoever will not kifle the 
Sunne, (that is, will not heare and imbrace the words of his mouth) 
thall perifh in their way,P/ai.2.12. | 
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